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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

The 48th annual meeting of the Iowa 
Library Association closed with many 
important matters pending. The splen- 
did reports and recommendations of 
the Legislative, Rural Library Exten- 
tion and Central Depository Commit- 
tees challenge us to carry forward the 
plans for which they have so ably laid 
the ground work. 

Although this is a year when there 
is no regular legislative session, it is 
a period that can be spent in studying 
and planning bills and working for 
consensus of opinion. With commit- 
tees and local groups actively working 
to become acquainted with the aims 
and needs of our libraries and the type 
of legislation needed to secure them, 
we will be not only intelligently pre- 
pared to work with our legislators at 
the convening of the next Legislature. 
but, let us hope, so strongly aligned 
that they cannot fail to recognize our 
needs and demands. Needful! legisla- 
tion for the safeguarding of librarians’ 
interests through certification and a 
state annuity plan will not drop into 
our laps without effort on our part. 
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A golden opportunity will be neg- 
lected if we fail to take advantage of 
the interest created by the Rural Li- 
brary Extension Committee among the 
Farm Bureau women’s organization. 
There is a constantly growing desire 
on the part of rural people for library 
service. The definite cooperation of 
every librarian and trustee, as well as 
that of many organizations, both rural 
and urban, will be needed to make ade- 
quate library service available to all 
the people of Iowa. 

Other states are forging ahead in 
providing rural communities with this 
service. Some have already secured 
State Aid by hard work. Can we al- 
low Iowa to lag behind? 

Mayor LaGuardia of New York City, 
in addressing the A. L.A. Conference 
last June, said, ‘‘Every enlightened 
community should provide efficient li- 
brary service for its needs out of pub- 
lic funds. Libraries are now just as 
much a part of our daily life as are food 
and exercise. Without accurate knowl- 
edge, it is impossible for a demoeracy to 
live, and in these times particularly, it is 
not by our narrow vision that we must 

















be guided, but by what has happened 
in the past, what is happening in other 
parts of the world, and what is hap- 
pening in all parts of our own country. 
Only through intelligent and enlight- 
ened library service can that informa- 
tion be obtained.”’ 

The district meetings, with their op- 
portunities for closer and more inti- 
mate contacts with our co-workers, are 
always a source of inspiration. This 
year the chairmen are planning pro- 
grams stressing especially legislation 
and rural library extension. 

Can not every library be represented 
to lend its enthusiastic support to these 
measures in which we all have so great 
an interest? 





IOWA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
1938 

The annual meeting of the Iowa Li- 
brary Association for 1938, as already 
announced, will be held at Fort Dodge 
and the dates selected are October 12- 
13-14. 

Wahkonsa Hotel will be headquar- 
ters. Some meetings may be held at 
the Warden, which joins the Wah- 
konsa. 

It is too early to announce speakers 
or program but librarians and trustees 
may be sure of a pleasant and profitable 
time and it is not too early to plan at- 
tendance. 


DISTRICT MEETINGS 
1938 


There will be five district meetings 
in 1938 and the following places have 
been selected for these meetings. 
Names of chairmen and date are also 
listed and the counties in each district 
as assigned this year. This list need 
not be taken as permanent and as has 
always been true, librarians and trus- 
tees may attend the meeting of their 
choice, whether the nearest or not. 

A list of the subjects suggested for 
diseussion also follows, although, of 
course, only a few from the list can be 
taken up at any one meeting. All are 
given that librarians and trustees may 
have the opportunity of indicating 
their choice. Send choice from this list 





or any other subjects desired to your 
chairman or Miss Giesler. 

Northeast — Oelwein, Wednesday, 
May 4th. Co-chairmen, Blanche Stew- 
art, Waterloo, and Ruby Taylor, Cedar 
Rapids. 

Allamakee, Benton, Black Hawk, 
Bremer, Buchanan, Butler, Cerro Gor- 
do, Chickasaw, Clayton, Delaware, Dnu- 
buque, Fayette, Floyd, Franklin, Grun- 
dy, Hardin, Howard, Linn, Mitchell, 
Tama, Winneshiek, and Worth coun- 
ties. 

Southeast — Clinton, Friday, May 
6th. Chairman, Elizabeth Michener, Os- 
kaloosa. 

Davis, Des Moines, Cedar, Clinton, 
Henry, Iowa, Jackson, Jefferson, John- 
son, Jones, Keokuk, Lee, Louisa, Ma- 
haska, Muscatine, Poweshiek, Seott, 
Van Buren, Wapello, and Washington 
counties. 

Central—Des Moines, Wednesday, 
May 11th. Chairman, Opal Tanner, 
Des Moines. 

Boone, Dallas, Greene, Guthrie, Jas- 
per, Madison, Marion, Marshall, Polk, 
Story and Warren counties. 

Northwest — Cherokee, Thursday, 
May 12th. Chairman, Alice B. Story, 
Fort Dodge. 

Buena Vista, Calhoun, Cherokee, 
Ciay, Dickinson, Emmet, Hamilton, 
Hancock, Humboldt, Ida, Kossuth, 
Lyon, O’Brien, Osceola, Palo Alto, 
Plymouth, Pocahontas, Sac, Sioux, 
Webster, Winnebago, Woodbury, and 
Wright counties. 

Southwest—Glenwood, Friday, May 
13th. Chairman, Mrs. Ethel Moffitt, 
Denison. 

Adair, Adams, Appanoose, Audubon, 
Carroll, Cass, Clarke, Crawford, De- 
catur, Fremont, Harrison, Lucas, Mills, 
Monona, Monroe, Montgomery, Page, 
Pottawattamie, Ringgold, Shelby, Tay- 
lor, Union, and Wayne counties. 


Subjects suggested for discussion: 
Rural extension; Annuities and Pen- 
sions; Certification; Subseription 
Books; Redistricting; Long Term 
Plans; Central Depository Library; 
Mechanical Aids; Out-moded Library 
Buildings, lights, desks, floors; Re 
decorating ; Book Talks. 














Another suggestion is that in addi- 
tion to reports from state committees 
and announcements and a talk by the 
president, the rest of the program be 
built around the theme, ‘‘Improving 
the quality of our service,’’ with per- 
haps a publicity display with this in 
mind; children’s book talks on good, 
cheap editions; must books for all 
small libraries; better use of pamphlet 
material and how to obtain it; a talk 
on regional county library work in the 
United States and our new government 
department, with a talk on the value 
of regional library work in Iowa by 
both a man and a woman, if possible. 





Iowa Library Association Committees 
Central Depository Library 
Eva T. Canon, Public Library, Council 
Bluffs. 
Mae ©. Anders, Publie Library, Des Moines. 
Letha M. Davidson, Public Library, Ames. 
Julia A. Robinson, Iowa Library Commis- 
sion, Des Moines. 


Certification 


Julia A. Robinson, Iowa Library Commis- 
sion, Des Moines. 

Anna Jean Evans, Public Library, Des 
Moines. 

Mary Bell Nethercut, Drake University 
Library, Des Moines. 


Legislative 

Mrs. Jessie B. Gordon, Publie Library, Iowa 

City. 
Library Extension 

Frances Warner, State College Library, 
Ames, 

Mrs. Gordon Hayes, Red Oak. 

Mrs. Violet Hornseth, Public 
Spirit Lake. 

Lelia S. Wilson, Publie Library, Cedar Rap- 
ids. 


Library, 


Membership 

Clarice Krieg, University Libraries, Towa 
City. 

Elizabeth Martin, Public Library, Daven- 
port. 
Ruth Phillips, Public Library, Waterloo. 

Nominating 

Mrs. Evelyn S. Bray, Public Library, Grin- 
nell, 

Charlotte Crosley, Kendall Young Public 
Library, Webster City. 

Dorothea M. Fox, Publie Library, Cedar 
Rapids. 

Pensions and Annuities 

Alice B. Story, Public Library, Fort Dodge. 

Mrs. William Billingsley, Newton. 

Mrs. F. F. Carhart, Drake University Li- 
brary, Des Moines. 


— C. Conway, Public Library, Sioux 
ity. 
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Plaque Award 
Mae ©. Anders, Public Library, Des Moines, 
Mrs. Dorothy Higbee, Cornell College Li- 
brary, Mount Vernon. 
Prof. Luther Mott, University Libraries, 
Iowa City. 
Publicity 


Helen Phillips, Publie Library, Des Moines. 

Blanche Stewart, Public Library, Water- 
loo. 

Mrs. Fred Weitz, Des Moines. 


Membership 
LIBRARIES: 


Burlington Public Library. 
Mount Pleasant Public Library. 
Oelwein Public Library. 

Vinton Public Library. 


LIBRARIANS: 


Budde, Elena E., Mount Pleasant. 

Clark, May, Dubuque. 

Davis, Lucile, Spencer. 

Denison, John D., State Library, Des Moines. 

Fensler, Bessie, Cherokee. 

Gleason, Mrs, Elizabeth, Oclwein. 

Hopley, Irma W., Fort Madison. 

Kingsbury, Mary E., Hampton. 

Kuenzel, Rev. L., Columbia College, Dubuque. 

Millard, Mrs. Cora Poor, Burlington. 

Michener, Elizabeth, Oskaloosa. 

Neff. Grace K., Cedar Falls. 

Ralston, Isabel M., Pocahontas. 

Robinson, Julia <A., Secretary, Library Commis- 
sion, Des Moines. 

Sanders, Mrs. Lura, Algona. 

Seitz, Catherine M.. Dubuque County Library As- 
sociation. 

Stevens, Sadie, Carroll. 

Woods, Irma M., Winterset. 

STAFF MEMBERS: 

Aten, Helen H., Library Commission, Des Moines. 

Deyoe, Dorothy, Library Commission, Des Moines. 

Donaldson, Marjorie, Library Commission. Des 
Moines. 

Ferring, Geraldine, State Library, Des Moines. 

Garner, Mrs. Miriam, State Library. Des Moines. 

Hougiand, Mrs. Adelaide, State Library, Des 
Moines. 

MacMullen, Elizabeth, Library Commission, Des 
Moines. 

Marquis, Mary, Polk County Library Project. 

Mayback. Mrs. Pearl, School Library, Davenport. 

Meyer. Adele, Public Library, Dubuque. 

Reu, Elizabeth, Public Library, Dubuque. 

Shepard, Mrs. Helen, State Library, Des Moines. 

Slevken, Irene, Dubuque. 

Tanner, Opal, Public Library, Des Moines. 

Taylor, Christine, Public Library. Des Moines. 

Tones, Mrs. George, State Library, Des Moines. 


TRUSTEES: 


Adams. Mrs. Herbert, Dubuque. 
Cloughly, Mrs. C. W., Fort Madison. 





A. L. A. CONFERENCE 

Kansas City, June 13-18, 1938 
Headquarters of the Kansas City 
conference will be the Municipal Audi- 
torium. There are numerous hotels 
within a few blocks of the auditorium. 
Through an arrangement with the 
Kansas City Convention and Visitors’ 
Bureau all room reservations will be 
handled through the chairman of the 
Local Housing Committee, Donald 
Kohlstedt, librarian of the Kansas City 
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(Kansas) Publie Library. Reservations 
are to be handled strictly on a ‘‘first 
come first served’’ basis, and no dele- 
gate will be turned away from the ho- 
tel of his choice if accommodations are 
available there. 


All requests for reservations should 
be sent to Mr. Kohlstedt at 1028 Bal- 
timore Avenue, Kansas City, Missouri. 


A list of hotels will be found in the 
A. L. A. Bulletin for January, page 
22, and a Tentative Program on page 
204 of the March number of the Bul- 
letin. In the same number on page 170 
your attention is called to the Publicity 
Clinie at Kansas City which reaches 
the editor too late for further inclusion 
in the Quarterly. 





Summer Library School 

Summer Library School will resume 
this year at the University after a 
year’s intermission. This will be good 
news to a number of Iowa librarians 
who are aware of the value of library 
training and who have been unable for 
one reason or another to take a com- 
plete year’s work at one of the regular 
library schools. The six-weeks sum- 
mer courses will include the basic sub- 
jects — cataloging, classification, ref- 
erence work, ‘book selection, library 
work with children, school library 
service and library administration. 
Six courses will constitute a full eur- 
riculum. Students from public and col- 
lege libraries will omit the course in 
school library service; those planning 
to work in school libraries will take the 
school library course and omit the 
course in library administration. 


The work is intensive and the funda- 
mentals of library work are adequately 
covered in the six weeks. 

The courses are planned to meet the 
needs of several types of library work- 
ers: librarians and library assistants 
in small publie libraries, particularly 
those now in positions or under ap- 
pointment; junior assistants in me- 
dium-sized libraries, teacher-librarians, 
assistants in small college libraries, and 
student assistants in college and uni- 
versity libraries. In the past, a con- 
siderable number of students have 
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taken the courses in order to test their 
ability and fitness for library work. 

The session of 1938 will be the thir- 
ty-third in the history of the school, 
Its several hundred alumnae (besides 
a few alumni) have not only improved 
their own positions, but have done 
much to inerease the use of libraries 
and to raise standards of librarianship 
throughout the state. 

Emma Felsenthal of the University 
library staff continues as Acting Di- 
rector and as instructor in reference 
work; Julia A. Robinson, Executive 
Secretary of the State Library Com- 
mission, will have charge of the course 
in library administration, and Mrs. 
Janet Arie Roe will return as instructor 
in cataloging and classification. 

Miss Doud, instructor in book selee- 
tion since 1926, and Miss Davidson, in- 
structor in school library service and 
library work with children in 1932 
and 1936, will be unable to return this 
year. This announcement will be read 
with regret by their former students. 
Though their successors cannot be 
named at this time, they will be per- 
sons of experience and ability. 


The opening date of the school will 
be June 13th. Instruction will con- 
tinue through July 23d. Registration 
is scheduled for Saturday, June 11th, 
and students should appear on that 
date so that all preliminaries may be 
arranged before the opening of the 
school. 


A bulletin containing full informa- 
tion in regard to the courses, entrance 
requirements, ete., will be issued in a 
very few weeks, and will be obtainable 
from the Summer Session Office, W-9 
East Hall, Iowa City, Iowa. Inquiries 
may be addressed to Emma Felsenthal, 
Acting Director, Summer Courses in 
Library Training, University Libraries. 

Emma Felsenthal, 
Acting Director. 





A.L. A. MEMBERSHIP, 1937 
A gain of 1,147 members is shown 
by the new A. L. A. Handbook. The 
largest inerease is recorded for New 
York state with more than 500 addi- 
tional members. 
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The total membership from Iowa is 
261, while Minnesota has 381, Wiscon- 
sin 370, Illinois 1,051, and Missouri 
295. 

There certainly is room for increase 
in lowa. Let us see what can be done 
about it. 


A $3.00 membership secures a news 
number of the Bulletin and the annual 
reports; $5.00 and other memberships 
secure in addition the Handbook and 
Proceedings, Institution members, $5.00 
per year. 

These publications should be in every 
library in Iowa. And then the libra- 
rian can say, ‘‘No longer a lonely Cru- 
soe. 


The secretary of the Iowa Library 
Commission has never ceased to be 
grateful to the members of the Iowa 
Library Association who several years 
ago made her a life member of the 
American Library Association. 





GIFTS AND BEQUESTS TO 
LIBRARIES 

Library gifts have played an impor- 
tant part in library development and 
as an important fraction of the total 
giving for educational purposes. The 
New York Public Library has endow- 
ments of more than $44,000,000. The 
Boston Publie Library receives an an- 
nual income on approximately $800,000 
comprising some 60 trust funds. The 
annual library bill a few years ago 
was $69,000,000, about one-fifth of 
which came from interest on endow- 
ments. 

Encouraging legacies and endow- 
ments for the library is an important 
part of the duties of a library trustee. 
He may have to meet and overcome the 
reasoning on the part of some of his 
townspeople that once a citizen pays 
taxes he has fulfilled his obligation and 
should not be expected to make any 
additional contribution. There some- 
times exists, too, a fear to be dispelled 
on the part of private benefactors that 
gifts to the library will have a tendency 
to cause the city authorities to be less 
generous in their appropriations. State 
universities, which are tax-supported 
also, have demonstrated, however, that 
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the enlistment of private support for 
special projects has not detracted from 
legislative support. One public library 
uses the fact that the library is tax- 
supported to encourage gifts. In a let- 
ter to townspeople calling attention to 
this library’s needs, the trustees point 
out that because the overhead—sala- 
ries, heat, light, postage and supplies 
—is provided by tax funds, every 
penny received from gifts can be de- 
voted to the enrichment of the library’s 
cultural resources. Obviously a donor 
would rather have his gift used for 
books in some field in which he is in- 
terested than to pay coal or light bills! 


Friends of the Library groups are 
valuable as a means of creating the 
habit of giving. In 24 states these 
groups are reported, established around 
the library to aid in building up its 
resources and in creating good will for 
the library in the community. 


The individual trustee, in his per- 
sdénal contacts, may have opportunities 
to interest people of means in some of 
the educational phases of the library's 
services or in building needs or possi- 
bilities of development of new and un- 
usual forms of service. He may also 
find means of getting information bear- 
ing on the library’s needs to lawyers, 
trust officers and others who officiate 
in an advisory capacity to persons of 
wealth. The new revenue laws relat- 
ing to gifts have caused much con- 
fusion on the part of citizens as to how 
tax legislations will affect their contri- 
butions before and after death. Stat- 
utes vary in every state but the trustee 
ean be of great service by finding out 
and making known to his communitv 
how legislation relating to income will 
affect the estates of citizens making 
gifts for educational purposes. In 
other words, how may a man’s estate 
actually be protected from shrinkage 
by making a gift to the library? 


Libraries interested in the Friends 
of the Library idea or in a program 
looking toward gifts and bequests are 
invited to write to the American Li- 
brary Association headquarters for fur- 
ther information. 

L. Elsa Loeber, Chairman, 

A. L. A. Friends of Libraries Committee. 




















REFERENCE WORK—A TREASURE 
HUNT 


The Library Commission used as its 
theme for its State Fair Exhibit last 
year the words, ‘‘Within books lie 
buried treasures.’’ 

No book lover will dispute this, we 
are sure, but to a librarian it is es- 
pecially true of reference work which 
is indeed a search and the reward a 
veritable treasure, or so it often seems 
to both the seeker and the librarian 
when the search is successful. 

The Library Commission is more 
than glad to help librarians with 
their reference work, and are often able 
to do so because of a larger book col- 
lection. However, the local librarian 
may herself find a treasure instead of 
simply passing it on from the Library 
Commission to the borrower. To that 
end, may we name a few of the essen- 
tials for successful treasure hunting in 
search of reference material ? 


1. In any library the first need is 
a good basic collection of reference 
books, including dictionary, encyclo- 
pedia, world almanac, ‘‘ Who’s Who in 
America,’’ Granger’s ‘‘Index to Poetry 
and Recitations,’’ Stevenson’s ‘‘ Home 
Book of Verse,’’ and a gazeteer which 
may be inexpensive, and other refer- 
ence books purchased from time to 
time as funds permit. To this must 
be added the knowledge of where to 
look for what. 


2. Periodicals yielding information 
on current topics which can only be 
found in up-to-date magazines and the 
Index to such articles, the Reader’s 
Guide, are today essential to good ref- 
erence work and should be afforded if 
any reference work is to be done in 
a library. 


3. There is also much general in- 
formation which neither encyclopedia 
nor periodical gives but which is found 
in nonfiction books standing on the 
nonfiction shelves. Some of these will 
bear the name or class or the subject 
sought, and some will need analytics 
to bring it out. Watch demands and 


lists for such nonfiction and buy dis- 
criminatingly and then catalog and 
analyze it thoroughly for the smaller 
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the collection the more analytics are 
needed. 

4. Another helpful source is a file 
of pamphlets, clippings, and such ma- 
terial, for which the librarian should 
be always and everywhere on the look- 
out and should preserve and index that 
they may also be ready for use when 
needed. There are many sources for 
this material and much of the material 
is inexpensive or free. A list of ‘‘Free 
and inexpensive material’’ is found in 
many numbers of the Booklist. It 
should be arranged alphabetically in 
a pamphlet file, that it may be easily 
found, and should be weeded out from 
time to time to keep it up to date. 

5. And now, we step off of solid 
ground onto something more intangi- 
ble, but we believe essential to good 
reference work, and perhaps we might 
call the next requisite Background and 
General Reading. 


Library school instruction in the use 
of valuable reference tools is what is 
needed to do good work. But it must 
have a foundation of book knowledge 
and be continued by constant reading. 
For many treasures do lie buried in 
books and unless the librarian has 
found them in her casual reading and 
provided for their use by note of their 
whereabouts, they will remain hidden, 
Yet when brought to light they may 
often help to save the day for librarian 
and borrower. 

I refer to such chapters as that on 
**Hollywood’’ and the ‘‘Grand Can- 
yon’’ in Priestley’s ‘‘Midnight on the 
Desert’’ and on ‘‘Oxford’’ in Drink-— 
water’s ‘‘Robinson of England,’’ and 
many others. There is joy in realizing 
that something found perhaps when @ 
book is read for pleasure, will help out 
in an emergency. What was intimated 
above, I wish to repeat for emphasis. — 
Material found in reading which prom- 
ises to be useful should be noted at the 
time, that it may be ready when needed. 
It would be well, also, when material is 
received from the Library Commission, 
to make note of it under the subject de- 
sired and perhaps later provide the ma- 
terial for the library. 

It should not be necessary to say 
that the local librarian should always 











examine such material when received 
to learn whether it might be provided 
from some source in the library itself 
in the future, without sending for it. 

It is also a good idea to make note 
at the time of your search when you are 
at work on a difficult reference sub- 
ject, that time may not be spent twice 
hunting elusive material on the same 
subject. 

6. Remember also that material is 
often not found under the word sug- 
gested by the borrower; the librarian 
should realize that there may be some- 
thing hidden in the subject also. 

And with this we would urge that the 
librarian should be sure that she knows 
exactly what it is that the borrower 
wants, if the borrower herself knows. 
There is a great waste of time and ef- 
fort in searching for diamonds when 
it was only cornelians that were 
wanted, or, on the other hand, in offer- 
ing the borrower cornelians when she 
wanted diamonds. 

7. After all, the secret of successful 
reference work, as well as of a treasure 
hunt, lies first in a native instinct for 
it and second in a never-give-up spirit. 

Unfortunately, we cannot measure 
reference work in library statisties, as 
we do circulation, and thus be able to 
rate libraries thereby; for the refer- 
ence work done by a library is as im- 
portant as the circulation. 

To conclude, reference work may be 
great fun, the greatest handicap in a 
small library being lack of time. But 
by urging foresightedness on the part 
of club women and in being prepared 
herself in the way of indexes, refer- 
ences, and notes of the material in the 
library and a knowledge of where to 
look for what is wanted, together with 
a well stored mind—the result of a long 
reading habit—the librarian may make 
it a treasure hunt indeed, in which the 
burden of the Search is forgotten in the 
success of the Find. 


NEW LIBRARY COMMISSION 
MEMBER 
Governor Kraschel announces the ap- 
pointment of Mrs. Lou Salinger, of 
Carroll, as a member of the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission, the appointment to 
take effect at once. 
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LIBRARY EXTENSION 


During the last three months this 
subject has received considerable at- 
tention and a gratifying amount of in- 
terest has been shown by a number 
of the libraries of the state. 

In the list of libraries doing exten- 
sion work which was sent out from 
the Library Commission office, several 
libraries were inadvertently omitted 
which have since written us. There- 
fore, we note here the following which 
should be added to the list. Some 
others not listed report only the indi- 
vidual ecards issued for three or six 
months or one year, for which a charge 
of 25 cents or 50 cents or $1.00 is made. 

Here we would like to suggest that 
for short time cards the charge should 
be larger in proportion than for a full 
year, that is, 60 cents instead of 50 
cents and 30 cents instead of 25 cents. 


Corning formerly loaned books free 
to the county, which. was hardly fair, 
because books were less available to 
the remote parts of the county than to 
those nearer Corning. Now the library 
makes a yearly and shorter time fee 
to individuals and reports a gratifying 
number of borrowers for the winter. 
A charge of $5.00 is made to schools 
with more than ten pupils and $3.00 
for schools with less than ten. Eight 
teachers this winter have availed them- 
selves of this privilege. 

Fort Dodge has contracts of long 
standing, with two townships. Each 
now pays $100 which is not enough 
for the service received. Books are 
not sent to the school unless the teach- 
ers come after them. 

Onawa has also given long time serv- 
ice to several towns and townships 
with branch libraries in some towns. 
With paved roads and constant trips 
to town to movies and so forth, 
branches are not so much needed now 
as formerly and regarding this Mrs. 
Burgess makes a statement with which 
many will agree, that ‘‘the more peo- 
ple from the urban and rural sections 
that we can get into our libraries where 
they can browse around and get used 
to the atmosphere of a public library 
the more book and library conscious 
they will become. I believe we can 
educate the younger generation in 























rural extension to the end that county 
library service will be just as necessary 
and important as our schools.’’ 

The Sac City librarian had the pleas- 
ant experience of having a committee 
from the Farm Bureau call on her with 
money they wished to expend on the 
members and were considering library 
service. A report of the result of the 
interview has not been received. 

Tipton is another library with ex- 
tension to one township for many 
years. The larger number of schools 
in the township are now a part of the 
Consolidated School but five schools 
which remain independent receive 
books three times a year for pupils and 
adults. The township pays the maxi- 
mum of one-fourth mill on full valua- 
tion. 

Inquiries were also received from li- 
braries interested in the subject but 
with no attempts so far to extend their 
privileges. The district meetings should 
add interest in extending this good 
work. 


STRETCHING THE BOOK BUDGET 

We are interested in facts, not the- 
ories; in practical plans, not visions. 
We want more books, and we want 
better books. 

If you are a librarian in a small com- 
munity with a book budget less than 
$200 and subscribe to the above state- 
ment, here is a workable plan. Interest 
three or four libraries near you who 
have the same limited book budgets in 
agreeing to place a certain amount of 
money in a union book budget. If each 
contributes $50 you will have a fund of 
$150 or $200 for the project. 

This need not be expended all at 
once, but purchases could be made two 
or three times during the year. Each 
library would submit a book list to the 
other libraries, and from these lists a 
buying list covering the amount would 
be made. Divide up the buying as 
equally as possible and let each library 
purchase some of the books, and when 
they come circulate them in her com- 
munity for three or four months. Then 
they should be sent on to another li- 
brary in exchange for another group 
on the buying list. When the books 
have been in each library. they will be 











divided equally for permanent keeping, 
Loans could be made to the contribut- 
ing libraries. 

The above plan was successfully car- 
ried on for two years of the depression 
by Ames, Marshalltown, and Fort 
Dodge and is recommended as the best 
plan for securing new books until we 
have State aid, and Regional service. 

Alice B. Story, Librarian, 
Fort Dodge Publie Library. 





NO LONGER A LONELY CRUSOE 
By Louise Dinwiddie 

I am one of-the school librarians, of 
whom it is difficult to say when they 
began, and when, if ever, they will end! 
But it seems at one time or another in 
the life of a woman comes the oppor- 
tunity to speak her mind. Now is my 
moment come! Please, I'd like to say 
—why I belong to the A. L. A. 

The library in the school has had a 
sudden and astounding growth, and 
yet it is primarily an educational agent 
within the school to enrich the curricu- 
lum. As a tool for this educational 
agency I want something outside of it 
—a closer affiliation with my profes- 
sional side. 

I want something to quicken my un- 
derstanding—the professional experi- 
ences offered by professional minds. 

I want authoritative information in 
my buying, building, and book selee- 
tion. 

I want the international relations 
offered by libraries, librarians, and 
friends of the library from the United 
States to Canada, to Hawaii, and to 
foreign parts. 

I want a large measuring stick to 
test my library standards and certifi- 
cation for professional requirements. 

I want the best in library publica- 
tions. - 

I want a criterion to test the value 
of my objectives. 

I want an affiliation to tie with my 
educational relation—larger than my 
need and no smaller than it need be. 

I want all this at a price I can af- 
ford. 

I have joined the A.L. A. I get all 
of these wants. In fact, I get what 











I want when I want it. I no longer feel 
a lonely Crusoe in a faculty sea. I 
am part of an organization that scatters 
real sparks, that enlivens my mind, 
animates my routine, and increases the 
attractiveness of my school library 
field. 

There are many kinds of fame—noisy 
fame, quick fame, and any amount of 
undeserved fame, but there is always 
that very fine fame that comes from 
long service coupled with efficiency 
and understanding. Of such is the 
A. L. A., and as a member, even I feel 
a bit famous. As I remark with Alice 

‘‘T don’t much care where I get 
to as long as I get somewhere.’’ It 
assures the Cheshire response: ‘‘Oh, 
you're sure to do that!’’ 

A. L. A. Bulletin, March, 1937. 





Note—This applies equally to libra- 
rians of public libraries as well as 
school libraries. 


WHAT ONE LIBRARIAN THINKS 
ABOUT HER WORK 
Alton, Iowa, Feb. 15, 1938. 


Dear Miss Robinson: 

You ask about our new building. Our 
library is the main part of the first 
floor of the community building, which 
was helped by WPA funds and labor. 
It has a northwest exposure. Adjoin- 
ing it are the Legion and Council rooms. 
The library has a new desk, new chairs, 
and several new tables. We have a low 
table and tiny chairs for children. New 
shelving was put in last year and we 
are now buying a large oak table for 
reading. 

We have over 4,000 books and an 
increasingly large number of people are 
using the library and more are reading 
at the library. Officially we are open 
four afternoons and two evenings a 
week. But as I am usually there part 
of the morning and often at lunch time 
and am working every afternoon any- 
way, people are apt to come in oftener 
than the official hours. 

We added over 400 books last vear. 
Book reports are required in High 
School and down to the 3rd and 4th 
grades and that teacher says she will 
soon begin requiring them in those 
grades. Teachers from both publie and 
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parochial schools get material here. 
Also rural school teachers and some 
Junior college students. We have a 
great many rural borrowers. Some way 
we always manage to find something 
for them and we like to help them. We 
also help in Woman’s Club work. 

I have been working on an interest- 
ing project, binding magazines together 
after they are a few months old—by 
threes or sixes—with a drill. The date, 
name of magazine, and titles of con- 
tinued stories are lettered on the backs, 
green, orange, or tan wrapping paper 
is used for the covers. 

I have made a typed list of the serials 
in these magazines and I find that the 
older magazines are neater, take up less 
space, and are of far more use to the 
patrons than before. 

If people ask for stories by a certain 
author, if the book is out or if we have 
only a few books by the author, I find 
that by looking at the list of magazine 
stories, additional books by the desired 
author, are often on the list. Shelving 
space is saved by taking out the super- 
fluous advertisements. 

This is useful paper to paste on, etc., 
and sometimes the advertisements are 
pictures which little children find use- 
ful for cutting out. Last week I spent 
spare time in cleaning out drawers of 
them and hunting for pictures of autos, 
airplanes, cakes, salads, ete., for chil- 
dren who needed them for contests or 
posters. There is variety surely in li- 
brary work! 

By taking a three years’ subscription 
for Child Life our library got free a 
Child Life Puppet Theatre. Some of 
our children are now rehearsing for a 
Puppet Show which will be given here 
at the library to entertain the other 
children. There is even a little curtain 
which goes up and down. 

As yet there has been no need for a 
catalog in our library. At least it 
hasn’t been done. In a community 
building, however, with the basement 
used for meetings, parties, programs, 
ete., I sometimes find surprising needs. 
For instance there was a Farm Women 
Meeting downstairs. Several little chil- 
dren had to attend and were of course 
restless and were running up and down 
stairs, and disturbing the women. Since 
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I was at the library, it was possible for 
the ladies to work and talk in peace, 
while the children sat on little chairs at 
the little table, looked at magazines 
and books and played games. Not 
strictly library work, perhaps, but it 
helped the mothers and entertained the 
children. 

We moved into the new building 
about Christmas time a year ago. We 
are far from perfect, but we are making 
progress and I am having a wonderful 
time. There are librarians much better 
and possibly a few worse than I, but I 
doubt if there are few in the state who 
get the decided ‘‘kick’’ out of their 
work that I do. I can’t seem to get 
enough of it. In a small town one never 
knows just what the need will be and 
library work is such a ‘‘human,’’ warm 
profession. 

(Signed) Elizabeth V. Pitts, 
Librarian, Alton Public Library. 





IOWA SUMMER LIBRARY SCHOOL 
SOCIETY 


The annual dinner meeting of the 
Iowa Library Summer School Asso- 
ciation was held in the Blue room of 
the Hotel Blackhawk, Davenport, 
Thursday, October 14, with twenty- 
eight members and one guest present. 

Irma Hopley, of Fort Madison, vice- 
president, presided in the absence of 
the president, Harriet Foster, of Clar- 
inda, who was unable to be present. 

Because of the lateness of the hour, 
roll call was omitted. The minutes 
of the previous meeting were read and 
approved. Also the report of the 
treasurer. The loan of $100.00 to 
Helen D. Hutchinson, of Stanford, 
Connecticut, was reported paid in 
full. 

The nominating committee, composed 
of Mrs. Sanders, of Algona, Mrs. 
Hayes, of Centerville, and Miss Denny, 
of Washington, presented the follow- 
ing names as officers for the coming 
year: President, Irma Hopley, Fort 
Madison; vice-president, Elizabeth 
Michener, Oskaloosa; secretary-treas- 
urer, Alma Muller, of Ottumwa. On 
motion the nominations were accepted 
and the officers declared elected. 
Miss Robinson, chairman of the loan 








committee, spoke in behalf of the 
scholarship fund and expressed a hope 
that we would soon find some special 
object for its use. 

Meeting adjourned. 


Treasurer’s Report 
Balance on hand, October 14, 1937...$ 25.92 





Receipts 
Money on loan to Miss Hutchinson. .$100,00 
Dividend from closed bank.......... 5.46 
re ee eae webaws 7.00 
Pe ee ee $138.58 
Disbursements 

Tip to waitrens..........cccseceees $ 2.90 
=» ee 135.48 
$138.38 


Flora B. Bailey, Secretary-Treasurer. 





ILLINOIS REGIONAL MEETINGS 

We give below a list of the Illinois 
Regional meetings to be held this 
spring, some of which are near the 
Iowa border line, and Charlotte Ryan, 
of the extension division of the Illinois 
State Library, sends an invitation for 
representatives of the Iowa libraries 
to attend any of these meetings which 
are accessible. 

We trust some of our librarians may 
be able to accept this invitation. 

Tuesday, March 22d, Centralia. 

Wednesday, March 23d, Collinsville. 

Thursday, March 24th, Greenville. 

Tuesday, March 29th, Paris. 

Wednesday, March 30th, Decatur. 

Thursday, March 31st, Paxton. 

Tuesday, April 5th, Galva. 

Wednesday, April 6th, Carthage. 

Thursday, April 7th, Havana. 

Tuesday, April 19th, Carmi. 

Wednesday, April 20th, Golconda. 

Tuesday, April 26th, Rockford. 

Wednesday, April 27th, DeKalb. 

Thursday, April 28th, Joliet. 





MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP 

A Memorial Loan Fund has been es- 
tablished in memory of Miriam E. 
Carey and Harriet A. Wood, for the 
benefit of worthy students in the Di- 
vision of Library Instruction at the 
University of Minnesota. 

Both these women were former in- 
structors in the Iowa Library Summer 
School and were closely associated per- 
sonally and professionally both in lowa 
and Minnesota. 

The fund will be administered by 
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the Alumni Association under the di- 
rection of Frank K. Walter, Director 
of the Division of Library Instruction 
at the University. 

Any friends of either Miss Carey or 
Miss Wood who may wish to honor 
them in this way, may send contribu- 
tions to Miss Anne Crosby, 1705 Port- 
land Avenue, Saint Paul, Minnesota, 
who is treasurer of the Alumni Asso- 
ciation. Any amount will be aecept- 
able. 





PERSONALS 


Bertha M. Frick, whose mother has 
been a member of the library board at 
Rockwell City for a number of years 
and whose sister is at present time act- 
ing librarian, has recently been ap- 
pointed curator of the David Eugene 
Smith and Plimpton Libraries of the 
Columbia University Library system. 
These will occupy reconstructed rooms 
in the Lowe Memorial Library. Miss 
Frick is a former Lydia Roberts Fellow 
but has never worked in Iowa. 

May Hunt, for a number of years 
librarian of Penn College, has taken a 
position as junior cataloger in the Los 
Angeles County Library, one of Calli- 
fornia’s largest County Library sys- 
tems. 

Minnie Markham, who was librarian 
of the Independence library from 1909 
to 1919 and since that time connected 
with the library system of the Los An- 
geles Public Library, has resigned her 
position there. 

Florence Noble, formerly librarian of 
the Monticello Publie Library, a grad- 
uate of the Iowa Summer School, and 
since leaving Iowa in charge of a 
branch of the Cincinnati Public Li- 
brary, has become District Supervisor 
of a WPA library project in Ohio. The 
district ineludes seventeen counties 
with headquarters at Athens. 


Helen F. Pierce, a member of the 
class of 1924 of the Iowa Summer Li- 
brary Sehool and in 1926 librarian of 
the West High School in Des Moines, is 
a student in the Graduate Library 
School of the University of Chicago 
and is making a study of post-profes- 
sional or post-library school education 
of librarians in the United States. 





Library News of the State 











Ames—Ames voters on February 
14th approved 725 to 264 a proposal 
to issue bonds totaling not more than 
$85,000 to finance alterations and addi- 
tions to the publie library building. 

Anamosa—Harriett Cunningham has 
been appointed a member of the library 
board. A basement room in the library 
has been furnished in a homelike man- 
ner and is much used and appreciated 
as a meeting place, especially by Junior 
Clubs. 

Batavia—The five years’ growth of 
this library seems very satisfactory to 
the library board which has labored 
so hard to maintain its existence and 
increase its facilities. 

Bloomfield—Mrs. Donald W. Harris, 
an instructor in the high school, has 
been named as a member of the library 
board to succeed Mrs. Harold D. Rowe, 
who has moved to Oskaloosa. 

Boone—The series of free book re- 
views is being continued during the 
winter months. 

Carroll—Among the notable activi- 
ties of the Carroll library during 1937 
was the dramatization of a number of 
children’s classics by younger groups 
of children. 


Centerville—Mrs. A. B. Fenton has 
been appointed a member of the library 
board to fill the vacancy caused by the 
death of Mrs. Jessie Bateman. 


Corning—The retirement from the 
library board of Mrs. Harriet C. 
Towner, and E. F. Miner, are matters 
of much regret to the board and the 
community. Mrs. Towner had served 
as a most efficient member of the board 
for 41 years and as president from 
1896 to 1923, when she went to Porto 
Rico. On her return she was elected 
secretary and treasurer, a_ position 
previously held by Mr. Miner, from 
which he then wished to be excused. 

At his retirement Mr. Miner had 
been a member of the board 38 years. 
Mrs. Towner’s removal from Corning 
following the death of Judge Towner, 
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causes her resignation from the board. 

Alice Anderson has been appointed 
by the board to fill Mrs. Towner’s un- 
expired term and Mrs. F. C. Okey to 
complete Mr. Miner’s term. 


Council Bluffs—Several story hours 
planned for older children have been 
very successful this winter. Ann John- 
ston volunteered her services, choosing 
interesting adventures and adven- 
turers. About a hundred children were 
present each time. 

Three book review sessions also were 
held for the teachers of the public 
schools. Several outstanding new books 
were discussed and lists of books to 
help in suggestions of ‘‘what to read’”’ 
given out. The response was very 
gratifying. 

January and February circulation 
figures show a slight gain over last 
year. Nineteen thirty two-three was 
the high point in cireulation and under 
present conditions it is unlikely that 
we shall equal them for some time to 
come. 

Davenport—Mrs. John A. Quail has 
been named a member of the library 
board to succeed Mrs. J. W. Watzek, 
who recently resigned because of re- 
moval from the city. Mrs. Watzek was 
a member of long standing and her in- 
terest and good judgment made her 
a valuable helper to board and libra- 
rian. 

Des Moines—Drake University—The 
moving schedule of the library into the 
new Cowles Foundation was so well 
planned that with student help and 
two trucks, it was done in four and 
one-half days, between semesters, and 
the library was opened for service on 
February 7th. <A description of the 
building will be given at the time of 
dedication. 

Changes in program have been neces- 
sary because of added space to be su- 
pervised, and change of house staff, 
student assistants. 

Marjorie Keith, of Des Moines, has 
been added to the staff in charge of 
the periodical room. During her col- 
lege course she was in the library and 
since graduating has been in charge 
of the high school library at Radcliffe. 

Gretta Starrett, a retired teacher of 





Des Moines, has given several hundred 
Greek, Latin, French, and English 
books to the library. The Harlan 
books were purchased during the fall. 

Des Moines—Library Club — The 
January meeting of the club was held 
on January 9th, at the home of Han. 
nah Anderson. Jessie Parker, who 
recently returned from the Orient, gave 
a most interesting talk on her experi- 
ences in China and Japan, after whieh 
light refreshments were served. 

The February meeting of the club 
was held in the Cowles Foundation Li- 
brary at Drake University on Friday 
evening, February 18th. After a short 
business meeting and a few words of 
welcome from Dr. Morehouse, presi- 
dent of Drake University, and Miss 
Nethereut, librarian, the guests in- 
formally inspected the building, after 
which refreshments were served and 
the meeting adjourned. 

Des Moines—Library Commission— 
Lelia S. Wilson, librarian of the Travel- 
ing Library for the past seven years, 
resigned her position in January to 
join the staff of the Cedar Rapids Pub- 
lie Library. 

By a rearrangement of the staff, 
Helen Aten, reference librarian, became 
also acting librarian of the Traveling 
Library. Dorothy Deyoe became school 
librarian and Marjorie Donaldson com- 
munity librarian. Elizabeth McMullen, 
of Mount Ayr, was selected to take 
the place of general assistant made 
vacant by Miss Donalson’s advanee- 
ment. 

Des Moines—Public Library—Elinor 
Jean Francis, formerly librarian of the 
Red Oak Public Library, has been ap- 
pointed librarian of the Capitol Hill 
Branch Library. 

Winifred Carleson, formerly of the 
New York Publie Library, is the new 
librarian of the Beaverdale Branch. 

Isabel Nichol, children’s librarian, 
resigned on January 1 to accept 4 
position as head of the young people’s 
department in the Denver Publie Lt 
brary. Mrs. Grinnell Willis, of Morris 
town, New Jersey, is acting librarian 
of the children’s department. 

Des Moines — Veterans’ Hospital — 
Mrs. Alice Crosby McHale, librarian at 











this hospital since 1934, has been trans- 
ferred to the Veterans’ Hospital at Lex- 
ington, Kentucky. 


Emmetsburg—After many long yéars 
of faithful service, Mrs. Lillian Ap- 
pleby resigned as librarian during 
January. Mrs. Appleby has been in 
charge of the library since its begin- 
ning. When the new library was built 
in 1912, she was again placed in charge 
and has remained its librarian ever 
since. She will long be remembered 
for her untiring and faithful service 
to the patrons of the library. 

Under her management the library 
grew from a small collection of books 
to its present size of over 10,000 vol- 
umes. The secretary of the Library 
Commission will miss her as her de- 
votion and loyalty were always in evi- 
dence. 


Mrs. R. W. Haas, of Emmetsburg, 
has been named to succeed Mrs. Ap- 
pleby. Mrs. Haas is a graduate of Grin- 
nell College, and of the Albany Library 
School. She served as assistant in the 
Grinnell College Library for five years 
and was later a member of the library 
board at Eldora. 


Fairfield—Mrs. Roscoe Thoma and 
Roy Louden have been appointed as 
members of the library board, Mrs. 
Thoma to fill the unexpired term of 
C. J. Fulton, who recently died, and 
Mr. Louden that of R. D. Hunt, who 
has resigned. 


Greene—Mrs. James H. Graven has 
been appointed on the library board to 
fill the vacaney caused by the removal 
from town of Mrs. Daisy Miner. Em- 
mett Shekleton has been appointed to 
the library board to fill the vacancy 
caused by the death of Dr. M. B. Call. 
Verna Brandenburg has been elected to 
Dr. Call’s place as ‘president of the 
board. 


Harlan—The mayor has appointed 
Dr. A. L. Nielsen to fill the unexpired 
term as trustee, of W. J. Lewis, re- 
cently deceased. 


Indianola—Irene Faulder, librarian, 
has resigned her position to accept the 
position of assistant librarian of the 
Nebraska State Normal College at 


Chadron. Miss Faulder has served the 
library very acceptably since 1936 and 
her resignation is accepted with regret 
by the board. 

Ruth Dyer, a member of the Iowa 
Summer Library School in 1936, has 
been appointed acting librarian follow- 
ing Miss Faulder. Edna Ogan and Mrs. 
Gladys Johnson are assistants. 

Iowa City—Library Club—At the 
first meeting for the year, in October. 
Ruth Gallaher, of the State Historical 
Society, spoke on the ‘‘Influence of the 
Church and Racial Groups in the Set- 
tlement of Iowa.’’ At the November 
meeting, the annual ‘‘processional’’ 
program was given, at which the heads 
of the various departments were asked 
to give brief talks on the activities and 
new projects of their particular depart- 
ments. At the February meeting 
Colonel George F. N. Dailey, of the 
University Department of Military 


-Tacties and Science, spoke. 


Iowa City—University Libraries— 
Earlv in November Ruth N. Dipboye. 
of Elwood, Indiana, joined the staff 
of the library as circulation assistant 
to fill the vacaney following the resig- 
nation of Evelyn Chenoweth. Miss 
Dipboye is a graduate of Indiana Uni- 
versity and of the University of TIli- 
nois Library School. 

On February Ist, Sarah F. Cockey, 
Pratt Institute Library School, became 
assistant supervisor of the reserve de- 
partment, succeeding Margaret S. Law, 
who resigned to become assistant li- 
brarian of the Southeast Missouri 
Teachers’ College at Cape Girardeau, 
Missouri. 

Iowa City—University Hospital Li- 
brary—Marjorie Post. a graduate of 
Miami University, at Oxford, Ohio, has 
been appointed suecessor to Mrs. Zoe 
Wright, as patients’ librarian of the 
University Hospitals. Miss Post is a 
graduate of the Carnegie Library 
School in Pittsburgh and took a special 
course in hospital librarianship at the 
University of Minnesota. 

Jefferson—Frederick E. Morain. ed- 
itor of the Jefferson Herald, has been 
appointed a member of the library 
board to succeed Wayne M. Osborn, 
who died in November. 




















Keokuk—Lena Y. Haskin resigned 
her position as assistant librarian on 
January 15th. Miss Haskin has held 
this position since the organization of 
the library as a free library in 1894. 
Her connection with the library for 
43 years and six months was one of 
service and faithfulness. She will be 
missed by patrons of the library to 
whom her attention and uniform desire 
to please have commended her. A com- 
mittee was appointed from the board 
to draw up resolutions of appreciation 
and regret. 


Laurens—The library has received 
$17.16, the amount remaining at the 
close of the last local chautauqua. We 
feel sure that the members of the Chau- 
tauqua Association, did they know of 
this final service, would feel it a fitting 
end. 


Marcus—Mrs. E. P. Quirin recently 
resigned as a member of the library 
board and Mrs. J. P. Evans was ap- 
pointed to sueceed her. Mrs. Quirin 
has served as library trustee for 20 
years. 


Mount Vernon — Cornell College — 
Lucy Winter becomes reference libra- 
rian, filling the vacancy caused by the 
death of Miss Rigby and Mrs. Janet 
Arie Roe, of Cedar Rapids, will fill the 
newly created position of cataloger. 

Miss Winter comes from Athens Col- 
lege, Athens, Alabama, where she has 
been assistant librarian, but her home 
is in Carroll, Iowa. Mrs. Roe was super- 
visor of school libraries in Cedar Rap- 
ids for a number of years and has 
taught cataloging at the Iowa Summer 
Library School. 


New London—Clara Swan has been 
selected as librarian for the Nugen li- 
brary which will probably be opened 
about April Ist. 


Oskaloosa—Lois Maddy, of the li- 
brary staff. was married on January 
20th to B. F. Lewis, of Oskaloosa. She 
will continue her work at the library. 


Red Oak — Jeanette 


Winters, of 


Council Bluffs, succeeds Elinor Jean 
Francis, who resigned to take a posi- 
tion in the Des Moines Public Library. 
Miss Winters is a graduate of the Uni- 
versity of Omaha and for the last six 








years has been assistant librarian at the 
university. She was a member of the 
Iowa Summer Library School in 1932, 

Sheldon—Mrs. E. T. Diamond hag 
been named a member of the library 
board in place of Mrs. I. N. MelIntire, 
who has moved to California. Mrs. 
McIntire served as librarian for a num- 
ber of years before she became a mem- 
ber of the board. 

Shenandoah—A new children’s li- 
brary was opened in this library during 
the winter. Blanch Alden is the libra- 
rian. Miss Alden has previously been 
connected with this library but because 
of ill health was out of library work 
for a time, but is now fully recovered. 
The moving of the children’s room will 
give much needed room in the adult 
department. 

Storm Lake—Buena Vista College— 
Mrs. William Jencks has been sue- 
ceeded in the college library by Helen 
Milleson, as librarian. 





NEW LIBRARIES 

New libraries seem to have been 
started at Dolliver; Gilmore City, 
where Mrs. E. 0. Wolcott is librarian; 
Jolley, which has had sufficient pub- 
licity to make a successful beginning; 
Knierim; Livermore, which reports 
1,738 books at opening ; Ogden; Rowan, 
which is just starting; Thompson, 
which also has had good publicity and 
which opened on January 29th; and 
Tripoli, which was opened the last of 
November. 

A tax is reported at Elgin and Scran- 
ton. 

Many of these libraries would prob- 
ably be much more efficient and sue- 
cessful as branches of a larger library, 
but although such recommendation is 
made, in many cases it is rejected, gen- 
erally from local jealousy. Possibly 
some day they will learn their mistake 
and make the connection, but they will 
be several years behind. 


BUILDINGS AND IMPROVEMENTS 


A new eeiling has been installed in 
the Rock Rapids Public Library. It will 
be much lower than the former one, 
constructed of beaver board and thor- 
oughly insulated. The false ceiling, it 














is believed will greatly reduce the cost 
of heating the building and make a 
eooler room during the hot summer 
months. A rewiring has provided a bet- 
ter lighting arrangement. 

The Lamoni library recently moved 
into new quarters which will be more 
convenient and better equipped than 
the old. Boy Seouts and townspeople 
aided in furnishing equipment and mov- 
ing the books. 


The new building of the McGregor 
Public Library was referred to last 
month. The opening of the new build- 
ing occurred quietly on December 11. 
The formal opening will be held at a 
later date. In the meantime the public 
are invited to inspect the building. 

The room housing the library is light, 
with large windows and ample artificial 
light. Wall cases six feet high line 
three sides of the room. Back of the 
lihrary is the museum and on the see- 
ond floor there is a nice room for small 
gatherings. 

Mount Ayr—Repairs and improve- 
ments are being made on the library 
building by means of a special tax levy 
for this purpose. 

The school board and town council of 
North English have recently purchased 
a building on Main street to serve as a 
public library building. The purchase 
was made by the payment of back 
taxes. Some repairs were needed be- 
fore the books could be moved. 

North English is one of seven librar- 
ies organized in Iowa County four 
vears ago through the effort of County 
Superintendent Mrs. Alice De Spain. 
Angelina Walsh, a WPA worker organ- 
ized the libraries and helped in their 
beginnings. 

When the Oelwein library building 
was erected, sufficient funds were not 
available to decorate the interior as 
originally planned. This has now been 
done and many minor repairs added, 
the necessary funds being supplied by 
a tax levy as provided by law. 





The Library Commission is short of 
back numbers of St. Nicholas. Will 
libraries having this periodical to dis- 
pose of please write the Secretary of 
the Library Commission, giving avail- 
able numbers? 


SCHOOL LIBRARIES 


Bedford—Mrs. George Menzie has re- 
cently presented the high school library 
with forty-five books. 

Excelsior Township—In Excelsior 
Township, Clay County, a benefit was 
held at which $45.90 was raised for the 
Excelsior Township High School Li- 
brary. 

Farnhamville—The schoo] library has 
received another gift from a friend who 
has presented books to the library fre- 
quently in the past. 

Harlan—Mrs. Brazie, the librarian, 
has recently given a series of talks on 
‘Early Harlan’’ to the schools and 
some of the clubs. Since Mrs. Brazie 
has lived in Harlan all her life, she is 
well prepared to give such talks. 

Iowa City—University High School 
—Alice Raiford, librarian, was married 
at home in Iowa City on December 22 
last to Mark Hagerman, of Towanda, 
Pennsylvania, where she will make her 
home. Millicent Haines, of Des Moines, 
will sueceed Miss Raiford as University 
High librarian. 

Marshalltown—Isabel Friedman, li- 
brarian of the high school since 1928, 
was married on December 25 to Theo- 
dor Livingston of Des Moines, where 
Mr. and Mrs. Livingston will live. 

Mason City—Barbara Ott, of Clear 
Lake, has become high school librarian, 
succeeding Esther Steinberg, who was 
married in December. Miss Ott took 
the Iowa Summer Library School course 
in 1929 and has had two years in the 
Mason City Publie Library and three 
years at Carleton College Library. 

The county superintendent of Marion 
County has recently installed a library 
of 400 volumes in his office to be used 
by the rural schools of the county. 


Polk County—Superintendent Nich- 
olson has provided a library of 1,800 
books which may be borrowed by the 
rural schools for supplementary use. 
They will add much to the interest in 
learning to read on the part of the 
pupils. 

Waterloo—A Book Nook at the north 
end of the East High School Library 
will be established as a memorial to 
Gladys Turner, school librarian, who 
died last summer. 
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DEATHS 


Mrs. George Bateman, trustee of 
Drake Library, at Centerville, passed 
away suddenly on January 24th. Mrs. 
Bateman has been an efficient and in- 
terested member of the library board 
since July, 1931, and will be greatly 
missed in the community where her in- 
terests and activities were manifold. 
Resolutions of regret and sympathy 
were passed by the library board. 


P. K. Holbrook, a member of the 
Onawa library board since its origin 
in 1902, died at the age of 73 at his 
home in Onawa on February 14th. Mr. 
Holbrook was elected president of the 
board in 1908, which office he has held 
since that date. During the past three 
years of ill health he has suggested 
resigning, but remained on the board 
at the earnest request of other board 
members and the librarian. 


For many years, although a busy 
man by reason of his being a member 
of the Board of Education and his own 
business matters, he never lost interest 
in the library and its problems and the 
people of Monona County have profited 
greatly in reading facilities because of 
his presence on the board. He will be 
greatly missed. 


Max Kinney, a member of the Mount 
Pleasant Library Board, passed away 
on March 8. He had been a member 
of the board for ten years and was 
chairman of the building and grounds 
committee. He was only forty-eight 
years old and a World War veteran. 
He had also been a member of the 
Mount Pleasant school board until ill 
health caused his resignation. He was 
a good citizen and a useful one, and 
will be missed in the community. 


W. J. Lewis, of Harlan, passed away 
on December 1, 1937. He had been a 
member of the library board since 1925. 
He was greatly interested in library 
work and gave freely both of his time 
and money. One of his gifts was money 
to start a rental collection to avoid 
criticism for using tax money for this 


purpose. 
Wayne M. Osborn, a trustee of the 


Jefferson Public Library, died on No- 
vember 4, 1937. He became a member 
of the library board in 1926 and was 
very efficient and helpful. As a mem. 
ber of the committee on building and 
grounds he brought about improve- 
ments which will remain as a memorial 
to him. 


Jessie Rigby, for 30 years reference 
librarian of the Cornell College Library 
at Mount Vernon, died at her home 
in Mount Vernon on February 1, 1938, 


Quietly helpful, yet an_ efficient 
worker, Miss Rigby knew not only 
where to find nearly every one of the 
50,000 books in the Cornell library, but 
she could advise students as to which 
were most helpful for most any study. 


Miss Rigby was graduated from Cor- 
nell in 1900 and joined the library 
staff in 1906. Memorial services were 
held at the Cornell Chapel on Sunday, 
February 6th. 


Ray Robinson, a member of 
the Oskaloosa library board, passed 
away during February. Mr. Robinson 
had been on the editorial staff of the 
Oskaloosa Daily Herald for 45 years 
and an interested member of the li- 
brary board for 12 years. He will be 
missed in the deliberations of the 
board. 





HELPFUL MAGAZINE ARTICLES 

Librarians will find interest and 
profitable information on these sub- 
jects in the Library Journal for Octo- 
ber 15, 1937, page 790. 


An interesting article on library ex- 
tension, ‘‘A library on a shoestring,” 
by Beatrice Sawyer Rossell, of the 
American Library Association, ap- 
pears in the Women’s Home Companion 
of November, 1937, on page 48. 





If any librarian or individual has in 
her possession a copy of the ‘‘Check 
list of the publications of the State 
of Iowa,’’ with an index to the lowa 
documents—Lavina Steele, compiler, 
1904, and will send it to the Iowa Li- 
brary Commission, Des Moines, it will 
be gratefully received. 
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